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 [REPLACE UW LOGO WITH LOCAL VERSION]
For Immediate Release                    
    Media Relations Contact: 
[INSERT Local PR Contact]
The Walmart Foundation and Leading Nonprofits Launch the 

MyFreeTaxes Program, Offering Eligible Taxpayers Free Tax Preparation in 2012 
$4.35 Million Walmart Foundation Grant to United Way Worldwide, One Economy and 
the National Disability Institute’s Real Economic Impact Tour Expected to Return $1.75 Billion.
[INSERT City], [INSERT State]., [INSERT Date] – The Walmart Foundation, United Way Worldwide, One Economy and the National Disability Institute’s Real Economic Impact Tour have partnered to bring free tax preparation and filing services directly to consumers in [CITY] through the MyFreeTaxes program. The MyFreeTaxes program includes Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), SNAP and WIC education and is powered by a $4.35 million grant from the Walmart Foundation, which will:

· Fund 100 United Way led, community-based tax preparation sites called Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) campaigns;

· Support the MyFreeTaxes.com website and national tour, operated by One Economy, which provides free self-tax preparation tools and information on in-person IRS-certified, volunteer tax prep assistance in 20 cities.

· Support the National Disability Institute's Real Economic Impact Tour to build the capacity of free tax preparation campaigns to better reach and serve taxpayers with disabilities.

The grant will be shared among the program partners and is expected to help return more than $1.75 billion in total tax refunds, credits and tax preparation fee savings to hard-working families nationwide. 
“In this challenging economic climate, we know there are a lot of families who struggle to have their taxes prepared, which can sometimes costs hundreds of dollars. Many of these same families are missing out on substantial tax credits because they don’t know they’re eligible for them,” said Michelle Gilliard, senior director of the Walmart Foundation. “We’re proud of our collaborative program to offer eligible tax filers free tax preparation as well as critical information about claiming their Earned Income Tax Credit. Millions of Americans will be eligible for the savings we offer through this program, which we hope will help ease the day-to-day financial pressures many of them are facing.”
United Way Worldwide [DELETE PARAGRAPH AND QUOTE IF NOT APPLICABLE]
[INSERT Number] United Way-supported community-based tax preparation sites will be set-up at [INSERT Locations] from [INSERT dates], with services available from [INSERT hours]. IRS-certified volunteers will be available to help most taxpayers earning less than $57,000 per year file their taxes free of charge.

“For the [second/third/fourth] year in a row we are excited to positively affect communities by offering free tax filing services with the support of the Walmart Foundation,” said [INSERT United Way Representative].

One Economy [DELETE PARAGRAPH AND QUOTE IF NOT APPLICABLE]
As part of the Walmart Foundation-funded MyFreeTaxes.com national tour, Mobile Tax Labs, equipped with One Economy’s online tax filing technology and IRS-certified volunteers, will be located at [LOCATION] from [DATES]. Those earning less than $57,000 per year can visit the Mobile Tax Labs between the hours of 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. and file their taxes free of charge. Eligible customers can also visit www.MyFreeTaxes.com to take advantage of the service. 
“Through the Walmart Foundation’s support, we are able to take our digital tools and resources directly to the community to provide local taxpayers with the knowledge to securely file their returns online,” said David Saunier, president, One Economy. 
National Disability Institute's Real Economic Impact Tour[DELETE PARAGRAPH AND QUOTE IF NOT APPLICABLE]
National Disability Institute’s Real Economic Impact Tour is an innovative program bringing free volunteer income tax assistance and financial education to persons with disabilities in more than 100 cities nationwide. The Walmart Foundation’s funding allows the National Disability Institute’s Real Economic Impact Tour to expand disability inclusive practices in local tax assistance programs, making community-based tax preparation sites and online tools more accessible to taxpayers with disabilities. The National Disability Institute’s Real Economic Impact Tour will work with its local partner [REI TOUR PARTNER NAME] in [CITY] to expand outreach and services to most local taxpayers with disabilities who earn $57,000 or less and help them learn if they are eligible for certain tax credits.
   
“Thanks to the Walmart Foundation’s support, the MyFreeTaxes program expands free volunteer income tax preparation and financial education to serve persons with disabilities in the city of [CITY] ,” said [INSERT National Disability Institute Local Partner Representative], a local partner of National Disability Institute's Real Economic Impact Tour.
Since 2009, the MyFreeTaxes program has helped more than 3 million taxpayers file free tax returns, resulting in more than $4 billion in federal income tax refunds, $1 billion in Earned Income Tax Credits and $620.5 million in tax preparer fee savings. It has also helped more than 420,000 taxpayers with disabilities file their returns.
For additional information and eligibility requirements visit www.MyFreeTaxes.com.

###

About Philanthropy at Walmart

Walmart and the Walmart Foundation are proud to support initiatives that are helping people live better around the globe. In May 2010, Walmart and its Foundation made a historic pledge of $2 billion through 2015 to fight hunger in the U.S. The Walmart Foundation also supports education, workforce development, environmental sustainability, and health and wellness initiatives. To learn more, visit www.walmartfoundation.org.
About the National Disability Institute's Real Economic Impact Tour

National Disability Institute (NDI) is national non-profit organization dedicated to building a better economic future for people with disabilities. The first national organization committed exclusively to championing economic empowerment, financial education, asset development and financial stability for all persons with disabilities, National Disability Institute effects change through public education, policy development, training, technical assistance and innovative initiatives such as the Real Economic Impact (REI) Tour, which brings tax and financial education for people with disabilities to more than 100 cities nationwide. To learn more, visit www.realeconomicimpact.org.
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HYPERLINK "http://www.one-economy.com"Corporation is a global nonprofit organization that uses innovative approaches to deliver the power of technology and information to low-income people. More than 20 million people have used One Economy's online tools and resources, including public-purpose media at www.pic.tv, to build better lives. Learn more at www
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About United Way

United Way is a worldwide network in 41 countries and territories, including more than 1,200 local organizations in the U.S. It advances the common good, creating opportunities for a better life for all by focusing on the three key building blocks of education, income and health.  United Way recruits people and organizations who bring the passion, expertise and resources needed to get things done.  LIVE UNITED® is a call to action for everyone to become a part of the change. For more information about United Way, please visit: http://LIVEUNITED.org.
